
China: Facts for Kids 

Learn some interesting information about China. Read about the Great Wall of China, its major 
cities, population, languages, rivers, animals, economy and much more.  

 

 

 

 China is officially known as the People's Republic of China. 
 China has the largest population in the world, with over 1.3 billion people as of July 2012. 
 China is the 3rd largest country by area at 3,747,879 square miles. 
 China belongs to the continent of Asia. Bordering countries include Afghanistan, Bhutan, 

Burma, India, Kazakhstan, North Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, 
Tajikistan, and Vietnam. 

 The summit of Mt Everest marks the border between China and Nepal. 
 There are many different languages spoken in China, including Mandarin, Yue, Wu, Minbei, 

Minnan, Xiang, Gan and Hakka. 
 The capital city is Beijing, while the most populated city is Shanghai. Other major cities include 

Chongqing, Shenzhen and Guangzhou. 
 47% of the population live in urban areas. 
 China experiences typhoons every year and also suffers from floods, tsunamis, earthquakes 

and droughts.  
 China has the fourth longest river in the world, the Yangtze River, which reaches 3,602 miles 

in length. It also has the sixth longest, the Yellow River, stretching 2,900 miles. 
 China is the second largest economy in the world, after the United States of America. 
 In 2003, China became the third country to successfully send a person to space. 
 The Great Wall of China is the largest man made structure in the world, stretching an 

incredible 5,500 miles. Did you know, that the name in ancient Chinese actually meant 'The 
10,000-Mile Long Wall' or 'Incredibly Long Wall'? 

 The famous Giant Panda is found near the Yangtze River in China. 
 National symbols are the dragon and the giant panda  
 National colors are red and yellow 
 History: For many centuries, China has been one of the most advanced civilizations 

accomplishing major scientific and artistic treasures. Did you know that the Chinese invented 
the magnetic compass, the first instrument to measure earthquakes, paper, printing, porcelain, 
silk, gunpowder, kites, the waterwheel, suspension bridges, and toilet paper? 

 Terracotta Warriors: See the over 5000 sculptures of life-size soldiers, made from terracotta, in 
Xian. The sculptures which are on one of the world's most famous archeological sites, are 
older than 2,000 years. 

 Potala Palace in Lhasa/Tibet: This is where every Dalai Lama has held his official residence 
until the Chinese invasion of Tibet in 1950 

 Wolong Giant Panda Nature Reserve near Chengdu: See the pandas in their natural habitat 
and visit the breeding and research center to learn more about the endangered pandas. 

 The Chinese love music and opera plays, although the voices of the Chinese opera singers 
may sound strange to our ears.  

 Chinese New Year, also called the Lunar New Year, is the biggest celebration on the Chinese 
calendar. The Chinese calendar start at the end of January/early February each year and 
every year another animal sign symbolizes the strength and the weaknesses. There are 12 
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zodiac/animal signs and thus every 12 years the animals signs start over again. 2018 is the 
year of the dog.  

o Children look very much forward to the Chinese New Year celebrations which are two 
weeks long celebrations over the New Year when they get gifts, often money wrapped 
in red envelopes or red packets, from family and friends. Popular 'Lion Dances' also 
take place during this time. The dragon is the most celebrated symbol of prosperity and 
strength.  

 The Chinese writing is done from top to bottom in little symbols or signs, called 'characters' of 
which an adult usually knows about 8,000 different characters. With 13 years most Chinese 
children can read and write 3,000 characters. 

 The traditional diet in China contains low amounts of protein such as meats or dairy products. 
Many Chinese dishes are vegetable and soya based. Chinese often eat/drink soup for 
breakfast and rice based dishes are eaten throughout the day. 

o Soy, vegetable and rice products are the most common ingredients in Chinese 
dishes. Chinese mainly eat with chopsticks and drink their soups instead of eating them 
with a spoon as we do. Here is some typical Chinese food: 

 Spring rolls: The fried rice paper rolls are surely the most famous food export 
 Chow Mein: stir-fried egg noodles with chicken strips 
 Tofu: soy bean curd used in many dishes 
 Sweet and sour pork: fried cubed pork and fried vegetables in a sweet and sour 

sauce often made with capsicum peppers and pineapple 
 Peking Duck: duck roast with crispy thin skin, often served with plum sauce 
 Dim Sum: Steamed dumplings filled with minced meat or vegetables 

 


